Virginia Geographic Information Network Advisory Board

December 4, 2003  

1:00 pm
Virginia Economic Development Partnership, 20th floor presentation center

Riverfront Plaza, West Tower

901 East Byrd Street, Richmond, Virginia 

________________________________________________________________________                                    

Members Present:

Honorable John Watkins, Chairman

Charles W. Donato

John Jenkins 

Jerry Simonoff

Bill Sirine

Designees:

John Sternlicht for Mark Kilduff
Members Absent:

Dan Shaffer, Vice Chairman

Honorable Watkins M. Abbitt, Jr.

Scott Crafton

Ronald Kander

J. Jack Kennedy

Honorable Sam A. Nixon

Rick Pevarski

Philip Shucet

Honorable Beverly Sherwood

Honorable Mary Margaret Whipple

VGIN Staff:

William D. Shinar, VGIN Coordinator

Bob Rike, VGIN Assistant Coordinator

Call to Order

Senator Watkins called the Virginia Geographic Advisory Board meeting to order at 1:15pm.

Approval of Minutes

A quorum was not reached so approval of minutes was postponed.  

Coordinator’s Report

Virginia Base Mapping Program (VBMP)

Digital Orthophotography Project

Mr. Shinar indicated that the project is coming to an end and VGIN is turning its focus to raising enough money to re-fly the state in 2006. 

VGIN is still waiting to deliver data to seven jurisdictions (out of the total 139).  The hold up is due to licensing issues.

Mr. Shinar stated that all warranty issues with the VBMP data have been cleared up except for two items.  One being Wytheville data that VARGIS has agreed to re-fly at no cost because it took so long to fix the problems with the data.  The fixed product has been delivered to Wytheville, and VARGIS plans to re-fly the area in spring 2004.  The other outstanding warranty issue is with the 1-meter data and that should be corrected and delivered sometime this coming week.

Mr. Shinar said that that has been three group buys so far, with a total of 34 agencies/organizations participating.  VGIN is currently working on commercial sales and is working out previously mentioned non-profit issues.  VGIN will try to look at non-profits on a case-by-case basis until all the kinks in the classification and licensing process are worked out.

VGIN is still in the process of collecting money for those jurisdictions that chose to upgrade their data.  Money still needs to be collected from Charles City, Radford, Blacksburg, Dinwiddie, and Norfolk.  VGIN has reimbursed Chesterfield for their data.

VGIN has paid VARGIS just over $7 million on the VBMP contract, withholding about 10% retainage and funds regarding the Wytheville issue.  VGIN has paid just under $1 million for quality control to Dewberry and Davis and VDOT. VGIN is withholding about $30,000 from Dewberry until the Wytheville issue is cleared up.

Road Centerlines and Addressing

Mr. Shinar stated that the road centerlines project is on schedule and that VGIN is satisfied with the quality of work.  VARGIS is basically done with the line work and has begun to work on conflating the data.

Road centerline data collection from the jurisdictions continues.  VGIN has received data from 86 jurisdictions, has made contact with 22 jurisdictions that do not currently have road centerline data, and is waiting to receive data from 26 additional jurisdictions.

Senator Watkins mentioned that this data might also be useful to other state agencies, such as the Department of Taxation, and to utility companies.  It is important to make sure it is made known that VGIN is creating this product and how these agencies or companies might be able to use it.

Workshops, Meetings, and Reports

Mr. Shinar stated that VGIN has almost completed another round of local government GIS managers meetings, and will complete the round within the next few weeks.  VGIN has divided the work groups into a total of 16 in an effort to have no more than ten people in each group.  

VGIN Operations

VGIN is in the process of hiring one new staff member and is beginning to interview for the second position.

Report-DPOR Study on the Licensure of Photogrammetry

Mr. Sirine, President and CEO of Rouse-Sirine Associates, Ltd., gave a report to the VGIN Board on the history and current status of the initiative to require photogrammetrists in Virginia to be licensed.  Mr. Sirine believes that the earliest legislative effort will be in late 2004 or early 2005.  

Demonstration-3 Dimensional Flyover Using VBMP Digital Orthos

Stuart Blankenship, GIS Manager at Virginia Economic Development Partnership gave a demonstration to the VGIN Board of how VEDP has used and will use the VBMP aerial photography.

Report-NASA/Space Grant Consortium/Virginia Tech-Remote Sensing Extension

John McGee, PhD., Remote Sensing Extension Specialist at Virginia Tech, gave a brief report to the VGIN Board about the geospatial extension program at Virginia Tech.  The program is a partnership between the Virginia Space Grant Consortium, Virginia Cooperative Extension, and Virginia Tech.  He gave an overview of the goals of the program and plans for the future.

New Business

None.

Next Scheduled Board Meeting: February 18, 2004

Adjournment


The VGIN Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

