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VBMP Orthophotography 
 
In anticipation of the 2011 flyover for the western half of the state VGIN is scheduling 
informational meetings for the weeks of July 26 and August 2 at the following locations 
(times are tentative): 
 July 27 1 PM Abingdon 
 July 28 9 AM Roanoke 
 July 29 9 AM Staunton 
 July 29 2 PM Winchester 
 August 4 9 AM Richmond 
 
The meetings aim to explain the VBMP 2009-2012 program and to provide information 
on all options and upgrades. The target audience is local government but all are welcome 
(including VGIN Board Members). 
Recent products delivered under the Sanborn contract include: 

• Structure planimetrics for City of Hopewell  
• LiDAR for Town of Blacksburg  
• Impervious Surfaces for Town of Blacksburg 
• Off-year (2010) aerial photographs for Loudoun County  
• 4-ft contours for Loudoun County  

 
Recent products ordered and under development with the Sanborn contract include: 

• 4-ft contours for Powhatan County 
• Structure planimetrics for City of Fredericksburg  
• LiDAR for the Accomack and Northampton Counties  

 
 
LiDAR 
 
VGIN has coordinated three projects for the collection of over LiDAR data for over 
3,000 square miles of coastal Virginia. The status for each of these projects is: 
 

• ARRA /USGS projects (Dewberry) – The flight is complete, a pilot area has been 
delivered for review and is of high quality 

• Eastern Shore (Sanborn)- The flight is complete, and a preliminary deliverable is 
expected in July 
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VGIN has also received secondary products from National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency LiDAR collections for the National Capital Region and the Hampton Roads area. 
In addition, FEMA is intending to fund some LiDAR for coastal Virginia for the fall or 
winter. More details will be available soon.  
 
 
GIS Strategic Planning 
 
Elevation FIAT 
The kickoff meeting of the Elevation Framework Initiative Action Team (FIAT) was held 
May 20th in Charlottesville.  It was attended by 39 persons, including 10 online via 
webinar. Presentations were made by VGIN, Dewberry, USGS, FEMA and Sanborn. A 
business objective was agreed upon and a draft charter discussed. The group agreed that 
the next steps were to form four subgroups focusing on Inventory (of existing data), 
Standards, Best Practices and Education/Communication. A call for participation in the 
subgroups has gone out. 
 
GIS Education Workgroup 
Organizational calls were held this quarter with the Board member leads of James Wilson 
and Stan Hovey, along with VAMLIS Education Committee chair John McGee.  A 
workgroup charter has been developed.  A call for participation is the next task and will 
occur in the third quarter. 
 
GIS Clearinghouse Workgroup 
A draft charter has been developed to lay the groundwork for this workgroup.  A call for 
participation will occur in the third quarter. 
 
 
Road Centerline - RCL 
 
Most recent quarterly release of RCL went out June 24, 2010.  Updates for forty-six (46) 
localities and six (6) VDOT districts were included in this release. 
 
VDOT and VGIN hosted ESRI professional services in the month of April to help 
implement the proposed changes identified in their assessment from summer 2009.   Data 
models have been discussed and adjusted accordingly, with an ESRI review due back in 
July.   
 
VDOT is preparing to release various geospatial business data layers as data downloads 
and/or web services.  Localities have been seeking these data for their internal use as a 
benefit to participating in the RCL program.  Timeline for availability from VDOT is not 
known. 
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Broadband Mapping  
 
Round Two of the Virginia broadband mapping data submittal was completed on June 
18.  Broadband provider data will be aggregated, standardized and quality controlled on a 
semi-annual basis.  VITA is a partner with the lead Center for Innovative Technology, the 
Secretary of Technology’s office and Virginia Tech.  Grant funds were awarded to VGIN 
for the first two years (2010 and 2011) of this effort.  Currently, grant applications are 
being prepared for years 3 through 5 to continue the effort. 
 
 
Virginia.gov website 
 
The new Virginia.gov website has been released as of June 1, 2010.  For the first time it 
uses interactive mapping that leverages the VGIN Geospatial Enterprise Platform (GEP).  
The GEP serves up a mapping window with web service layers from approximately 15 
state agency data layers.  The mapping window is integrated into the front web page 
“frame” or outline and represents a collaborative effort from several state agencies.  
 
 
Senate Bill 549 – Network for Geospatial Health Research 
 
The final form of the bill that was passed by the General Assembly and signed into law 
by the Governor required the Secretaries of Health and Human Resources and 
Technology to “evaluate opportunities for developing a network for geospatial health 
research”.  VITA (VGIN) is working with the Virginia Department of Health to represent 
the two Secretariats in this effort.  The primary impetus of the collaboration is to evaluate 
opportunities for collaboration between these Secretariats, non-profits, and institutions of 
higher education.  To that end, an implementation plan for the Secretariat collaboration 
has been drafted and is to be presented for review and discussion with the two Secretaries 
on June 30.  The bill mandates the Secretaries of Health and Human Resources and 
Technology shall report their findings to the Governor; the Senate Committees on Education and 
Health, Finance, and General Laws and Technology; and the House Committees on 
Appropriations, Health, Welfare and Institutions, and Science and Technology no later than 
December 1, 2010. 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Oblique imagery for the 5th Congressional District 
Pictometry has delivered oblique imagery to all jurisdictions in the 5th Congressional 
District for use in PSAP centers and other local government uses. The imagery will also 
be delivered to VGIN and made available to state agencies. Pictometry has provided 
VGIN with 10 licenses to access Pictometry Online (POL), an online viewer for the 
oblique imagery. VGIN provided Pictometry with the VBMP digital terrain model which 
they used as base for the orthorectification of the imagery, giving greater 3D accuracy to 
the finished product. 
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Transportation For The Nation (TFTN) 
VGIN Coordinator Dan Widner was named to the Executive Steering Committee for the 
Transportation For The Nation strategic planning effort being led by the US Department 
of Transportation. 
 
VGIN News Brief 
In June, VGIN released the first bimonthly one page informational briefs called the 
VGIN News Brief .  Our sister division, Public Safety Communications, will follow suit 
so that every month a communiqué is published from our Integrated Services Program.  
This becomes yet another method for us to communicate information to our stakeholders. 
 
VGIN Position 
The Geospatial Projects Manager position continues to be on hold until further notice. 

http://www.vita.virginia.gov/communications/publications/VGINNewsBrief/

