VGIN Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday, October 6, 2010
1:00 PM, CESC

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Senator John Watkins Connie Brennan
Delegate Richard Anderson Rick Pevarski
Supervisor John Jenkins Jerry Warren for Charles Donato
James Wilson Trent Park for Jeffrey Anderson
Stanford Hovey Samuel Nixon
Bill Price for DCR Director W. Page Cockrell
Delegate David Englin Murali Rao for VDOT Commissioner
MEMBERS ABSENT: Senator Mark Obenshain Chris Knight

Delegate Beverly Sherwood

Delegate L. Scott Lingamfelter

STAFF PRESENT: Dan Widner, Coordinator John Scrivani

Steve Marzolf, ISP Director Terry Mayo, Board Assistant

1. CALLTO ORDER
Senator Watkins called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM. Senator Watkins addressed

the Board and welcomed everyone, and announced that web-ex is being used at this
meeting. Senator Watkins asked everyone to go around and introduce themselves, and
everyone did.

Senator Watkins called for a motion to approve the April 7t meeting minutes, as there
was not a quorum at the July 7" meeting to approve the minutes. Mr. Rick Pevarski
made a motion to approve the minutes, and Page Cockrell 2" the motion for approval.
The April 7" minutes were approved; 12-0-0 (Delegate Richard Anderson, and Delegate
David Englin had not arrived). Senator Watkins called for a motion to approve the July
7" minutes. Ms. Connie Brennan made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 7t
meeting for approval. Mr. Stanford Hovey 2" the motion for approval of the July 7"
minutes. The minutes were approved; 11-0-1 (Supervisor John Jenkins abstained and
Delegate Richard Anderson, and Delegate David Englin had not yet arrived).




2. GUEST SPEAKER:
Curt Sumner was introduced by W. Page Cockrell to the Advisory Board. Mr. Cockrell

addressed the Advisory Board and said that Mr. Sumner is a surveyor, and is the
Executive Director for the American Congress on Survey and Mapping (ACSM). Mr.
Sumner addressed the Advisory Board on “What is the Appropriate Role for Professional
Surveyors in the Geospatial Community?” Mr. Sumner discussed international
(International Surveyors Group) and national (Consortium of Geospatial Organizations -
COGO) that ACSM is involved in to promote coordination and collaboration. The key
guestion Mr. Sumner was posing was how can we engage the surveying and geospatial
communities at the state and local level similarly to the national/international efforts he
cited. He encouraged the Board to work with the surveying community to find
opportunities of collaboration.  Senator Watkins thanked Mr. Sumner for coming and
giving his presentation. Questions were asked by Mr. Murali Rao about universal
exchange formats for data. Ms. Connie Brennan asked about unifying digital tax map
information. Mr. Sumner said that it is a huge challenge. That is why he is advocating
getting the surveyors involved. Trent Park asked if there was a way to implement a
digital stamp or seal that could be used for online mapping. Mr. Sumner said that
metadata was intended to solve that problem. Senator Watkins asked for more
questions, and there were none. Senator Watkins commented that he personally has
experienced a situation where two roadway engineers were in disagreement, even
though they were both licensed surveyors. He said that GIS does have some challenges,
and one of the focuses is to come up with some standards and that there is a lot of work
to do to make sure that there are no conflicts. Senator Watkins stated that he
appreciates what Mr. Summers is bringing to the Advisory Board and his coordination
efforts in the private sector.

3. 2011 VBMP FLYOVER REPORTS:
Mr. John Scrivani addressed the Board and said that in July and August they had the

2011 flyover information meetings in Abingdon, Roanoke, Staunton and Richmond. Mr.
Widner made a comment about the level of coordination that have been going on this
year, and stated that VGIN, working with our federal partners, has been able to bring in
some extra money into the Commonwealth.



4. GIS STRATEGIC PLAN STATUS REPORTS:

a. GIS Education - Mr. James Wilson gave a quick update on the milestone and
completion of the survey. Mr. Stanford Hovey addressed the group and said
that on the 22" of September a working session was held, and ideas were
formulated. One priority is to work with the Elevation workgroup to develop a
layman’s explanation to the uses and benefits of Lidar data. The group wants to
come up with a one page type product that will have a diagram, and have some
technical characteristics with Lidar. Mr. Hovey discussed the education from K
through 12 to 4 year colleges. Mr. Hovey said they have established in Virginia a
fully developed program for all the public school to instruct high school and
middle school in GIS technology. The state of Virginia is the only one to do this.
Mr. Hovey said the Community Colleges geospatial education arena is very
advanced, with workshops to local governments and teachers provided this past
summer at Virginia Tech through a grant to the Virginia SpaceGrant Consortium.
Mr. Wilson addressed the group and talked about geospatial education at the
four-year schools level. The group is also looking at professional training even
though budget constraints are a big problem. Murali Rao said he applauds the
efforts to include the colleges. Mr. Rao also said he wants the group to explore
internship into professional organizations which includes mentorships. Mr.
Hovey said that the group did talk about it. The group would have to identify
“who could be mentors?” He said it is something that is needed. They need to
collect a database of mentors, and that is where they are. Mr. Wilson said that a
lot of universities do provide internship. Dan Widner said that ESRI has a
program called Geo-mentoring, and there may be some potential in that. Mr.
Rao is making a recommendation that the group needs to begin somewhere, and
he is recommending that VGIN takes a lead role in identifying intern areas.
Senator Watkins said the internship role is critical. He thinks the engineers
should put together a clearinghouse of internship for GIS. Senator Watkins said
that the Community Colleges in his area have really picked this up (John Tyler
and J. Sergeant Reynolds). Senator Watkins said that perhaps the VaGIS
conference along with VAMLIS facilitates colleges and universities have a
focused effort on this at the GIS conference. Mr. James Wilson agreed. Connie
Brennan suggested that the group should work with the Virginia Association of
Counties.



b. Elevation — Mr. Scrivani addressed the Board and provided a status for the
Elevation workgroup. The data QA/QC of the Eastern Shore and ARRA funded
projects is underway. The group has been working with FEMA and USGS to put
together an elevation data inventory. The group has also been discussing
standards and best practices. Mr. Scrivani displayed a graphic that showed
elevation data inventories across the state. He noted that there is also the high
definition elevation data created for the VBMP orthophotography for the entire
state. Senator Watkins asked if DEQ is using any of these products for TMDLs
(Total Maximum Daily Load). Mr. Scrivani said he was not aware. Senator
Watkins called for more questions and there were none.

c. GIS Clearinghouse — Mr. Widner addressed the Advisory Board and said a
“kick-off” meeting was held in August. The group has developed a charter to
help define the effort. Mr. Widner said that presentations were given at the
meeting that was very informative, representing three or more regional
collaborative efforts (thanks to the PSAP Grant Program). and a presentation on
other states and the federal level. Mr. Widner also said that if the Advisory
Board will go back, it will see that this is in the “VGIN Strategic Plan” which has
three priorities which includes to coordinate the regional cooperative efforts;
provide statewide coordination, and to do interstate/federal collaboration to
eliminate duplication of efforts. Trent Park applauded the group for their effort.

5. OCTOBER COORDINATOR'’S REPORT:
Mr. Widner addressed the Advisory Board and said that he wanted to highlight a few
things in the Coordinator’s Report. He gave an update on the Road Centerline Project
and said that they are working with VDOT on this project, with the VDOT planning effort
having just begun. Mr. Widner talked about the GIS Conference that was held, and said

that he was very pleased with how the conference turned out this year. Mr. Widner
said he was proud of how the conference planning committee recognized the budget
and travel restrictions that are in place in most jurisdictions and agencies and decided to
reduce the cost and limit the conference to one day. The conference included
interactive panel discussions and brief lightning round presentations. The Committee
has received some positive feedback on that forum. Mr. Widner said that a survey is
about to come out on what people thought about the conference. Mr. Widner also
talked about the Broadband Mapping. He is working with the Secretary of Technology
office on this project. Mr. Widner said that Virginia was awarded 5.8 million dollars and
VGIN is one of the partners on the team. Mr. Widner also briefed the Advisory Board on



Senate Bill 549 —“Network for Geospatial Health Research.” Mr. Widner is working with
the Virginia Department of Health to produce the requested report to the General
Assembly and Governor’s office by December 1. Some discussion followed about
avoiding duplication of efforts with GIS. Senator Watkins commented that eliminating
duplication and providing coordination to avoid it is the whole purpose of VGIN.
Senator Watkins asked for questions and there were none.

NEW BUSINESS/OPEN DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION

Senator Watkins asked for new business. Mr. Marzolf addressed the Board and said that there
was $16 million given out by the Wireless Services Board last year as PSAP grants and that 40%
of those awarded was for GIS projects. Mr. Marzolf informed the Advisory Board that in the
Governor’s report there has been an effort to shift the collection of Wireless Fund money from
VITA to the Department of Taxation. He thinks this is going to be a positive change. However,
the General Assembly is going to conduct a study to look at the distribution of the funds. The
study is to determine if the Wireless Services Board and the PSAP Funding should be dissolved.
Senator Watkins said that he is concerned about this development.

Mr. Widner addressed the Advisory Board and said that VGIN has recently developed an iPhone
/ iPad App that uses the VGIN web services for base mapping and orthoimagery.

Senator Watkins adjourned the meeting at 2:47 PM.

Respectfully Submitted:

Terry D. Mayo

Date



