
VGIN Advisory Board Meeting 
Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

1:00 PM, CESC 
Minutes 

 
 

Members Present: Senator John Watkins Richard Pevarski 
 Delegate Jeffrey Frederick James Wilson 
 Delegate Sal Iaquinto W. Page Cockrell 
 Charles Donato Joe Pugh for David Ekern 
 John Jenkins N. Jerry Simonoff for Len Pomata 
 Connie Brennan  
   
   
   
Members Absent: Senator Mark Obenshain Jeffrey M. Anderson 
 Delegate Sam Nixon Joseph Marooon 
 Delegate Dave Englin Christopher Knights 
 Delegate Beverly Sherwood  
   
   
Staff Present: Dan Widner, Coordinator Stu Blankenship, Staff 
 Terry Mayo, Board Assistant  
   
   

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Senator John Watkins called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM.  Senator Watkins 
welcomed and thanked everyone for coming.   
 
Senator Watkins asked for corrections or additions to the April 15, 2009 draft 
minutes.  Delegate Sal Iaquino addressed the Advisory Board and asked that the 
minutes be changed to reflect that he is a Delegate and not a Senator as noted in the 
minutes.  Senator Watkins called for additional changes or deletions in the minutes, 
and there were none.  Delegate Sal Iaquino made a motion that the minutes be 
approved with the change corrected.  Mr. Charles Donato 2nd the approval, and the 
Advisory Board approved the minutes 9-0-1 (John Jenkins abstained and Delegate 
Jeff Frederick had not arrived). 
 
 

2. HEALTH GEOSPATIAL ADVISORY NETWORK LEGISLATION 
 

Senator Watkins introduced Senator Barker to the VGIN Advisory Board, and 
informed the Advisory Board that Senator Barker is going to discuss his proposed 
legislation to establish a Health Geospatial Network Authority.  Senator Barker 
addressed the Board and said that he and Mr. Steve Sedlock and Mr. Don Combs 
would be assisting him in the presentation.  Senator Barker talked about the purpose 



and why the legislation was introduced to form a GIS Health Advisory Board and 
Authority (See presentation).  Senator Barker addressed three areas of interest:  
 

 What is geospatial health research? 
 What is the value of coordination in this arena? 
 What is the rationale for creating an authority? 

 
Mr. Don Combs, Vice Provost, Eastern Virginia Medical School, addressed the Board 
and talked about how Eastern Virginia Medical School has used geospatial health 
data.  He discussed the value that it brings to their work. 
 
Mr. Steve Sedlock with Virginia Tech addressed the Advisory Board and gave a brief 
presentation on “current research initiatives.” Mr. Sedlock showed examples of 
geospatial analysis and “Infant Mortality.”  He showed the correlation of low birth 
weight in infants to high areas of incidence.  Mr. Sedlock said they are working to do 
some preliminary research on asthma, and have identified the Hampton Roads area as 
a high incidence area for asthma.  Breast cancer incidents can also be tracked. 
 
Senator Barker addressed the Board again, and said Virginia is the first state to 
propose this type of collaboration for geospatial health data and to create an Authority 
to do so.   
 
Senator Watkins asked if any members of the Advisory Board had questions. Mr. 
Jerry Simonoff addressed the Board and asked “what is the current funding 
mechanism of the non-profit, and do they expect the funding mechanism to change? 
Senator Barker said he does not expect the non-profit mechanism to change and that 
researchers would pay for access to this information.  Mr. James Wilson asked why 
would he not utilize the VGIN Board structure instead of creating a brand new  
Authority.  Senator Barker said it is an opportunity to have an entity focused on the 
health aspect only.    Mr. Joe Pugh asked about the liability associated with this data.  
Senator Barker said he does not anticipate any liabilities.  Ms. Connie Brennan said 
she thought this is imperative and could save a lot of money.  Ms. Brennan said she 
would like to help advance the idea.  Senator Watkins asked if the intention is to use 
the base map already available through VGIN?  Mr. Sedlock responded yes. Senator 
Watkins said this is the way to go.  Rick Pevarski said that “Miss Utility” would be 
happy to share its data with the Health Network Advisory Board where appropriate.  
Senator Watkins said he also is willing to work with Senator Barker to make it cost 
effective.   
 
Jeff Stover from the Department of Health addressed the Board, and said that they 
perform similar analysis in his department of  Epidemiology.  Having more people 
involved in GIS Health is a good thing.  Privacy issues are a high hurdle to overcome.  
Senator Watkins said he thinks it would be helpful if VGIN and the Health 
Department work with Senator Barker on this proposal.  Mr. Page Cockrell said he 
thinks the VGIN Advisory Board should be proactive with the Health GIS Network.  
Senator Watkins agreed and asked the VGIN Coordinator Dan Widner to continue 



involvement with the Geospatial Health Network proposal. 
 
 
 

3. 2009 ORTHOPHOTOGRAPHY DEMONSTRATION 
 
Mr. Widner addressed the Advisory Board and gave a brief introduction to Stu 
Blankenship’s presentation on the 2009 VBMP Orthophotography.  Mr. Blankenship 
addressed the Board and gave an update on the VBMP Orthophotography (see 
presentation).   
 

4. FIVE YEAR GIS STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Dan Widner gave the Board a brief update of the GIS Strategic Plan.  Mr. Widner 
said that VGIN has gotten final approval to go forth with its five year “GIS Strategic 
Plan.”  Mr. Widner said the VGIN staff will be consulting with the VGIN Advisory 
Board a lot on this Strategic Plan.  Mr. Widner introduced Walt Kaplan and  
Mike Larcher with Touchstone who will be working with VGIN on the GIS Strategic 
Plan.  Mr. Kaplan addressed the Board and said that Touchstone is looking forward to 
working with VGIN to help develop the plan.   
 

5. VGIN SERVICES SURVEY RESULTS 
 
Mr. Widner addressed the Board and said that John Owens of the VGIN Staff 
surveyed VGIN web services customers.  Mr. Widner gave the Board a copy of the 
survey results  Mr. Widner said that 101 responses were received (please see 
attachment).  Mr. Widner said that he will post the results on the VGIN web-site.  
 

6. QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS ON JULY COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Widner addressed the Advisory Board and asked if anybody had any questions on 
the Coordinator’s Report.  Mr. Joe Pugh said that VDOT signed an Enterprise 
License Agreement with ESRI.  Through this he said that VDOT and VITA have 
been working together to address the issues involving the enterprise road centerline 
process, and he is much more confident that they are going to come together with a 
solution.  Mr. Pugh said he thought it would be great to share the results with the 
Board, and Mr. Widner said he agreed, that the ESRI Professional Services 
assistances has been very valuable and time well spent. Senator Watkins asked if Mr. 
Widner could update the Advisory Board in its fall meeting.  Mr. Widner said that he 
would be happy to include this information, but that there will be heavy emphasis on 
the Strategic Plan at the fall meeting.  Senator Watkins said that we will have to wait 
and see if there is time. 
 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS/OPEN DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION 
 



Senator Watkins asked for any new business or old business from the Board, and 
there were none.  Senator Watkins asked for any open discussions, and there were 
none.  Senator Watkins asked for an update on the VITA CIO situation. Mr. Jerry 
Simonoff addressed the Board on this issue by summarizing the events from the 
recent IT Investment Board and the subsequent change in the office of the CIO. 
 
Senator Watkins asked for questions and comments and there were none.   
 
The next meeting will be held on October 7, 2009.  The meeting was adjourned at 
2:38 PM 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
 
Terry D. Mayo       
July 13, 2009 

 


