Virginia Geographic Information Network Advisory Board

May 6, 2004  

1:00 pm
3rd Floor Training Room, Richmond Plaza Building

110 S. 7th Street
Richmond, Virginia 

________________________________________________________________________                                    

Members Present:

Honorable John Watkins, Chairman

Dan Shaffer, Vice Chairman

Scott Crafton

Andrew Fox

J. Jack Kennedy

Rick Pevarski

Bill Sirine

Lemuel Stewart

Designees:

Murali Rao for Philip Shucet

Stuart Blankenship for Mark Kilduff

Members Absent:

Honorable Watkins M. Abbitt, Jr.

Charles W. Donato

John Jenkins 

Ronald Kander

Honorable Sam A. Nixon

Philip Shucet

Honorable Beverly Sherwood

Honorable Mary Margaret Whipple

VGIN Staff:

William D. Shinar, VGIN Coordinator

Yan Gong, VGIN Technology Manager

Bob Rike, VGIN Assistant Coordinator

James Wilson, Data Manager

Call to Order

Mr. Watkins called the Virginia Geographic Advisory Board meeting to order at 1:10pm.

Approval of Minutes

Approval of minutes for the February meeting were postponed because a quorum was not met.  

FOIA Update

Jo Anne Maxwell, assistant Attorney General, informed the Board of a recent decision by the Virginia Supreme Court clarifying the application of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) to public bodies’ use of email.  The Court held that “email communications can constitute a “meeting” for purposes of FOIA only if they involve virtually simultaneous interaction.”
DPOR Study on the Licensure of Photogrammetry
Mr. Shinar gave a brief history on the APELSCIDLA Board and their conclusions to date.  He reviewed the definition of “surveying” and gave an update on the proceedings of the facilitation committee on which both Mr. Sirine and Mr. Shinar sit.  

Tom Conry, GIS Manager of Fairfax County, gave a report to the Board on the GIS perspective of the licensure of photogrammetrists.  

Mr. Shinar stated that surveyors often work for individuals or those that are not knowledgeable in the field, so in this case, the license acts as a form of protection.  On the other hand, photogrammetrists are usually hired by businesses or local governments that are knowledgeable and are protected by business contracts.

Mr. Watkins stated that there may very well be a need for certification of photogrammetrists, but there is a very fine line that needs to be drawn.  You can’t blanket all photogrammetrists in the same category and say they all need to be licensed.

Mr. Sirine concluded that the need for licensure needs to be narrowed down and limited within the field of photogrammetry and then they can move forward on the issue.
Coordinator’s Report

· Virginia Base Mapping Program

Digital Orthophotography Project

Mr. Shinar showed the Board an example of the VBMP imagery at use in the Martinsville-Henry County 9-1-1 Center.  He played a short clip of a call received at the center in December of 2003 to show how the 9-1-1 center was able to use the imagery to locate a girl who called using a wireless phone.
Universities

Mr. Rike informed the Board that VGIN has recently placed a data order for four Universities - Radford, VA Tech, ODU, UVA.  They will be the first Universities to receive the VBMP data.

Commercial Distribution

Mr. Rike gave the Board a quick update on commercial sales and the funds that have been raised from these sales to date, about $31,000.
Road Centerlines and Addressing

Status-Products

Mr. Rike gave a brief overview of Road Centerline Project and an outline of the delivery process.  He also stated that the pre-delivery process was to include three steps: a letter to the County/City Administrator, phone calls to verify information such as primary contact, and desired delivery format, and workshops to review, clarify and address any questions or problems the County or City might have.
Mr. Rao stated that establishing a consistent process for the data review and updates is the most important issue.  VGIN and VDOT should work very closely together on this process. 
Procedures – Non Conforming

Mr. Shinar explained that non-conforming roads are the roads digitized by VGIN that do not match the roads digitized by the locality.  These discrepancy issues will be returned to the localities to review and choose how they would like the road to be digitized.  
Schedule

The basic schedule for delivery is by GIS manager workgroups – starting in the east and moving westward.
· Enterprise GIS and Homeland Security Initiative

HLS Grant Award (software from ESRI)
Mr. Shinar explained that currently within the state there are many databases that are independently made and shared, creating quite a bit of overlap.  VGIN is currently working on creating a repository for sharing this data; a one-stop-shop.

Mr. Shaffer agreed that this was certainly the way to go on this issue, but was concerned about where the line would be drawn between helping state agencies and hurting private businesses.

Mr. Rao stated that this repository will be an increase in efficiency for the state and will help to bring together the information currently available which will help to identify what is still missing.  He felt this will create an influx of technology needs and an increased need for private sector services.
Project Management Process

Mr. Wilson explained that the money VGIN received from the Federal grant will be used as the “start-up” money for VR3 and the repository.  The VR3 project must first be approved by VITA’s IT Investment Board and will be monitored by VITA through several checks and balances throughout the life of the project.  The VR3 has already been added to the VITA strategic plan, and the project will be reviewed by the Board on June 2, 2004.  The estimated completion date for this project is June 2005, although VGIN hopes to have the VR3 up and running within the next few monthes.
· Technology Update
Mr. Shinar introduced Yan Gong to the Board.  He explained that Yan most recently worked as a technical support person on the DC Atlas project.  Here at VGIN he has worked on updating the website, including the addition of 76 GIS reference papers written by various private sector firms.
· Legislative Update – HB 1231
New legislation pertaining to the VGIN Board will go into effect on July 1.  The following changes were made:

1.  Designees will now have voting rights for purposes of a quorum
2.  An additional House of Delegates member will be added to the Board
3.  Non legislative members will receive compensation and all members shall be     

   

  reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred
· Workshops, Meetings, and Reports

FEMA/CENSUS
Mr. Shinar announced that they have had a meeting with FEMA and they would like to use the VBMP data for flood-plain mapping in Virginia.  VGIN has asked them for a letter stating how they will use the data and what benefit(s) it will bring to local governments in Virginia. VGIN has already received a letter from CENSUS stating the value of using the Road Centerline data for updating census TIGER files.  Virginia will be one of the first states in which CENSUS was/is able to do this.
NSGIC

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Shinar recently gave a presentation on the VBMP to the National States Geographic Information Council. 

Determined Promise 04

Mr. Shinar said that VGIN continues to offer support to the Determined Promise 04 which will take place in Richmond and Hampton Roads in the late summer.  
NewsLetter

John McGee, formerly employed with VGIN and currently working for Virginia Tech, is producing a newsletter which VGIN participates in.   
Danville, Thomas Nelson Symposium’s

John McGee and the Space Grant Consortium have set up several symposiums throughout the state.  VGIN recently participated in two of these symposiums, one in Danville sponsored by Congressman Goode, and one at Thomas Nelson Community College in Hampton.  
New Business

None.

Next Scheduled Board Meeting: August 5, 2004

Adjournment

The VGIN Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.

