Virginia Geographic Information Network Advisory Board

January 6, 2003    1:30 pm

3rd Floor Conference Room, Department of Information Technology

110 South 7th Street, Richmond, Virginia

Members Present:

Honorable John Watkins, Chairman

Dan Shaffer, Vice Chairman

Charles W. Donato 

John Jenkins

Ronald Kander, PhD.

Rick Pevarski

Jerry Simonoff 

Honorable Mary Margaret Whipple

Bill Sirine

Designees:

Dan Widner for Philip Shucet

Jean Tingler for Mark Kilduff

Members Absent:

Scott Crafton 

Honorable Watkins M. Abbitt, Jr.

Barry Glick

J. Jack Kennedy 

Honorable Sam A. Nixon, Jr.

Honorable Beverly Sherwood

VGIN Staff:
William D. Shinar, VGIN Coordinator

Bob Rike, VGIN Assistant Coordinator

Brenda Bolton, PSC Administrative Assistant

Honorable John Watkins called the Virginia Geographic Advisory Board meeting to order at 1:30 pm.

Approval of November Minutes

The minutes for the last VGIN Advisory Board meeting reviewed and approved by the members present.

Technology Reform Legislation

· Deputy Secretary of Technology Eugene Huang

Deputy Secretary of Technology Eugene Huang presented to the Board an overview of Governor Warner’s Technology Reform Legislation.  Mr. Huang stated that the intent is to make 91 independent technology entities more efficient and to restructure the entire secretariat of technology.  VGIN, along with the VGIN Advisory Board will also be eliminated, and an entirely different entity with GIS focus will be formed within the new agency, “Virginia Information Technology Agency (VITA).”  
Coordinator’s Report

· Virginia Base Mapping Program (VBMP) Status – Digital Orthophotography

Mr. Shinar presented to the Board an in-depth briefing on the overall VBMP status of the digital orthophotography and hydrography contract with VARGIS.





Mr. Shinar stated that the entire project is on schedule with the exception of the distribution of the product to localities due to the development of a license agreement to be distributed with the product.  The license draft has been completed and is now in the review stage.

Mr. Shinar briefed the Board on the status of the remainder of the VBMP project elements including:  Road Centerlines, Geocoded Addressing, Hydrography and identification of other critical 9-1-1 data.  

Mr. Shinar gave an overview of the results of the Addressing Survey and also an overview of the Executive Summary Report to the E-911 Wireless Services Board. 
Mr. Shinar briefed the Board regarding VGIN involvement in Homeland Security including the Federal Interagency Geospatial Preparedness Team (IGPT) and the Office of Homeland Security – National Capital Region (NCR).  The IGPT’s main focus is in improving preparedness and response capabilities by using remote sensing, mapping, predictive modeling, charting and geographic information systems.  This involves streamlining the acquisition of geospatial data to enhance the ability to respond to threats, emergencies and disasters and to use in developing emergency operations plans and procedures.

Mr. Shinar briefed the Board on the scheduled GIS Day to be held on February 5, 2003 at the General Assembly Building.  This year’s intent is to have a press event and the J. Sargeant Reynolds Techno-Train available.


VGIN worked with the Virginia Space Grant Consortium and Virginia Tech to win a grant from NASA for an “extension specialist” in remote sensing.  Tech will hire a PhD level extension specialist in early spring focused on education and training in remote sensing.  

Mr. Shinar announced to the Board that SOTECH GIS will continue to be up and running for the time being, as opposed to the previous discussion of shutting it down due to budget cuts.


New Business

None presented

Next Scheduled Board Meeting
March 6, 2003

Adjournment

The VGIN Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

