GIS Education Strategic Initiative Charter
General Information

Formal Title: “GIS Education Initiative Action Team”; Working Title “GIS Education Workgroup”.  Charter prepared by Dan Widner
Points of Contact

Stan Hovey, VGIN Advisory Board member, sshovey@verizon.net 
James Wilson, VGIN Advisory Board member, wilsonjw@jmu.edu 
John McGee, Virginia Tech, jmcg@vt.edu 
For VGIN:  Dan Widner, VGIN Coordinator, dan.widner@vita.virginia.gov 
Executive Summary

The Five Year VGIN GIS Strategic Plan identified as Strategic Initiative #3 “Facilitate Geospatial Educational Opportunities” as one of the six Strategic Initiatives.  The plan describes this initiative as:  VGIN and the VGIN Advisory Board will advocate for GIS education in general as well as provide for specialized training opportunities when budget and priorities allow. Specialized training opportunities that focus on specific areas of geospatial technology and services would provide significant benefit to VGIN customers who otherwise would not have the ability to further their skill sets.  VGIN will work with the private, public sectors and educational institutions to identify the core competencies that students should learn if they wish to begin a career in a geospatially oriented industry.
This workgroup will develop strategies for promoting and coordinating GIS education as a school curriculum and professional development for existing GIS professionals. The workgroup will also develop outreach and communication ideas for educating decision-makers and the public about the value and benefit of geospatial technologies.  Interested parties will have the opportunity to volunteer and participate in workgroup activities and discussions.
Purpose

The geospatial community in Virginia has identified a need for heightened coordination efforts in communicating the value and need for GIS, coordination of GIS as an educational curriculum, and the coordination of specialized GIS training for practitioners.  Provide a gateway to information related to GIS education in the Commonwealth

Specialized training opportunities for VGIN customers that focus on specific areas of the

geospatial industry
Description & Scope

The Education IAT will develop strategies that advance the goals of educating stakeholders in the value of GIS, organizing a structured approach to GIS curriculum at all levels of instruction, and coordinating specialized GIS training for practitioners.
Stakeholders include the following: citizens, Boards of the Commonwealth, staff from state agencies and local governments, private sector companies, non-profits, educational institutions, members of Executive and Legislative branches of state government, VGIN Advisory Board and staff of VGIN.  
GIS stakeholders in the Commonwealth have expressed a desire, through the GIS Strategic Planning effort of 2009, for a coordinated approach to GIS education in Virginia.  This objective includes but is not limited to:
· Communicating the value and need for GIS to decision makers

· Creating advocacy and outreach materials

· Catalog existing GIS educational opportunities in the schools

· Identification of specialized training opportunities for practitioners

· Encouraging public involvement in GIS related activities

The GIS Education IAT will address these tasks, with support from VGIN staff and the VGIN Advisory Board, by developing plans and methods for completion and encouraging volunteer participation where appropriate.
Milestones 

· Complete the GIS Education IAT charter for review at the July 2010 VGIN Advisory Board meeting

· Hold a kick-off meeting for all interested participants (September 2010)

· Identify, document and prioritize near term (6 month) and long term (12 + months) GIS educational advocacy and outreach opportunities (December 2010) 
· Develop work plan(s) for identified near term advocacy and outreach opportunities (March 2011)
· Catalog existing GIS educational opportunities at the 2 and 4 year colleges (June 2011)
Authority
· Reference: Code of Virginia for VGIN § 2.2-2026 and § 2.2-2027 and the VGIN Advisory Board § 2.2-2423
· Reference: GIS Strategic Plan 2010-2015 http://www.vita.virginia.gov/uploadedFiles/ISP/VGIN__Board/2010/VGIN%202010-2015%20GIS%20Strategic%20Plan_Final.pdf 
Approvals

The VGIN Coordinator is charged with overseeing the implementation of the GIS Strategic Initiatives, working through the state CIO and the VGIN Advisory Board.
