Virginia Geospatial Clearinghouse
 Draft Charter

Introduction

The GIS Strategic Plan 2010-2015 identified as one of its six Strategic Initiatives to “Oversee the development of a Commonwealth-wide geospatial clearinghouse that connects all levels of government and other VGIN Stakeholders”.  
The Virginia Geospatial Clearinghouse (VGC)is intended to be a geospatial information gateway that provides access, either directly or through links, to geospatial data holdings in Virginia.  Stakeholders include all levels of government, academia, non-profits and the private sector.
Simply put, the VGC will provide the ability to: 

· download available data in prescribed formats

· view lists of data holdings

· link to data services that fit the standards

It will also provide:

· Instructions for upload/download of data

· Search and discovery through metadata
· Acceptable standards for data inputs and outputs

Outcomes identified in the Strategic Initiative are:

· An effective means for providing access to the geospatial clearinghouse

· Identification of data sets that should be incorporated into the geospatial clearinghouse

· Standards for how data is stored, exchanged and updated through the geospatial clearinghouse

Implementation Priorities

· Coordinate regional cooperative efforts

· Provide statewide coordination and interstate/federal  collaboration to eliminate existing duplication of efforts
· Provide web services of framework data and functions where appropriate
Initiative Tasks:

· Establish a stakeholder driven Initiative Action Team for this initiative

· Identify the specific datasets in the Commonwealth that should be accessed through the clearinghouse

· Establish standards for the format in which datasets will be stored, exchanged, and updated through the geospatial clearinghouse 

· Conduct outreach to state and local government GIS departments to explain the existence and benefit of the geospatial clearinghouse

· Provide training to state and local government GIS departments on how to use the clearinghouse and how to make data available

· Establish security requirements for access to the geospatial clearinghouse

Definitions 
Clearinghouse:  the clearinghouse is loosely defined as collection of geospatial data that is available for downloading or access through web services technology.  
Standards 
In order for the Clearinghouse to be effective and easy to use, it will have to define standards for data formats, data exchange technology, metadata, and general “inputs and outputs” standardization.
Data Downloads/Data Feeds

Data Downloads:  Text/CSV, XML, KML/KMZ, Shape file (Data download format standards)
Data Feeds (see GIS Web Services)
GIS Web Services

Web Data Services and Web Map Services

How To Guides

Projections and Coordinate Systems
Virginia State Plane N/S US Survey Feet, Web Sphere Mercator, Virginia Custom Lambert, UTM 
Metadata

Metadata will be sufficient to provide for search and discovery of data in the Clearinghouse. 
